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INTRODUCTION

Contemporary forms of slave trade, such as human trafficking and forced labor, are severe violations 

of human rights that impact millions globally. Despite being prohibited, these practices continue in 

various industries, including agriculture, construction, and the sex trade, driven by factors like poverty, 

conflict, and systemic inequality.

Victims, often from marginalized backgrounds, endure unimaginable exploitation, losing their freedom 

and dignity. This cycle of abuse is fueled by weak legal protections, poor enforcement, and limited 

support for survivors. The hidden nature of these crimes complicates the identification and assistance 

of victims. Tackling modern slavery requires a comprehensive approach that includes stronger legal 

measures, improved victim support, public awareness initiatives, and international collaboration. A 

unified effort to eliminate these practices is essential to protect the fundamental rights and dignity of all 

individuals.



Background Information 

•Historical Context: Human trafficking has existed for centuries, but its modern form began gaining global attention in the late 

20th century. Early international efforts to combat it started with the UN Palermo Protocol in 2000, which was the first 

comprehensive framework to address human trafficking on a global scale.

•Forms of Trafficking: It includes sex trafficking, forced labor, domestic servitude, and even the trafficking of children for illegal 

adoptions or forced begging. Each form exploits vulnerable individuals, often through coercion, fraud, or abduction.

•Victim Profile: Victims of trafficking are usually from vulnerable populations, including migrants, refugees, those living in 

poverty, or those facing political instability. Women and children are disproportionately affected, especially in cases of sexual 

exploitation.

•Impact on Victims: Trafficking has devastating effects on victims. They endure physical and psychological trauma, face severe 

health risks, and are often isolated from society. Many victims suffer from PTSD, depression, and other long-term mental health 

conditions.

•Present-Day Situation: Human trafficking remains a significant issue globally, with the International Labour Organization (ILO) 

estimating that around 27.6 million people are currently in forced labor or sexual exploitation. Organized crime networks play a

significant role in perpetuating trafficking, often exploiting gaps in law enforcement and regulation across countries.

•Global Response: Many countries have enacted laws to combat trafficking, but challenges remain due to corruption, weak law 

enforcement, and difficulties in identifying and supporting victims. Organizations like the United Nations, NGOs, and local 

governments are working together to improve prevention, protection, and prosecution measures.



•Technology and Trafficking: The rise of digital platforms has led to new ways traffickers can exploit victims. Social 

media and online job ads have become common tools for recruiting victims. However, technology is also being used 

to combat trafficking, with AI and data analytics helping authorities track and dismantle trafficking networks.

•Continued Challenges: Despite global efforts, human trafficking remains prevalent. Economic instability, political 

unrest, and humanitarian crises (like the refugee crisis) often lead to increased risks of exploitation. Awareness 

campaigns, stronger legal frameworks, and international cooperation are essential to effectively combat this issue



Relevant Treaties or Past Solutions

•Palermo Protocol : A global framework to combat human trafficking, focusing on prevention, 

protection, and prosecution.

•ILO Forced Labor Convention & Protocol: Mandates the prohibition of forced labor and 

strengthens victim protection and justice.

•UN Convention on the Rights of the Child : Protects children from exploitation, with protocols 

against child trafficking and abuse.

•Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery : Expands the definition of slavery to 

include debt bondage, serfdom, and child exploitation.

•UN Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking : Calls for integrated global efforts to prevent 

trafficking, prosecute offenders, and protect victims.

•EU Anti-Trafficking Directive (2011/36/EU): Sets legal standards for EU countries to tackle 

trafficking and support victims comprehensively.

•Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking (2005): Emphasizes a victim-

centered approach to prevent trafficking and prosecute traffickers.



POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

1.Strengthen Law Enforcement and Prosecution: Train law enforcement to recognize and respond 

to trafficking cases more effectively. Promote collaboration between police, border agencies, and 

international organizations to disrupt trafficking networks.

2.Enhance Victim Support Services: Provide comprehensive support for trafficking survivors, 

including medical care, psychological counseling, legal assistance, and safe shelters. Reintegration 

programs can help victims rebuild their lives and gain employment.

3.Promote Ethical Business Practices: Encourage companies to ensure that their supply chains are 

free from forced labor by conducting audits, enforcing transparency, and supporting fair trade 

practices.



APPENDICE

1. https://www.antislavery.org/slavery-today/ (Anti-Slavery, Slavery Today in all its forms) 

It summarize and showcases the key forms of slavery and the causes worldwide. I would further recommend this 

for delegates that are struggling to find a specific country policy, as this website mentions some geographic areas 

where each form of slavery is most present.

2. https://www.globalslaveryindex.org/2018/findings/global-findings/ (Global Slvaery index,Findings)

An accredited source, suitable for any delegate that wants to note any statistics or quantifiable data regarding 

slavery worldwide. The index also has sections dedicated to each individual country by stating the situation and 

government response, useful for writing policy statements or building a strong foreign policy. 

3. https://www.ilo.org/global/statistics-and-databases/lang--en/index.htm (ILO, statistics and database) 

Another great resource for finding reliable and certified data regarding the topic in a more general scope, with 

insightful explanations of its causes and reasoning. This source can be used extensively for the writing of the 

resolution, as it entails useful concepts to keep in mind when trying to resolve this issue, 
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